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shopkeepers and workmen confirms what history tells of the
Persian colonization of this city. Indeed the inhabitants of the
entire district, but more especially of the capital, are a mongrel
race, in which Persian blood predominates, mixed with that of
Basrah, Bagdad, and the 'Irak.

We urged our starting dromedaries across the open square
in front of the market-place, traversed the town in its width,
which is scarce a quarter of its length (like other coast towns),
till we emerged from the opposite gate, and then looked out
with greedy eyes for the sea, now scarce ten minutes distant
In vain as yet, so low lies the land, and so thick cluster the trees,
But after a turn or two we came alongside of the outer walls,
belonging to the huge fortress of Karmoot, and immediately
afterwards the valley opening out showed us almost at our feel
the dead shallow flats of the bay. How different from the
bright waters of the Mediterranean, all glitter and life, where
we had bidden them farewell eight months before at Gaza!
Like a leaden sheet, half ooze, half sedge, the muddy sea lay in
view waveless, motionless; to our left the massive walls of the
castle went down almost to the water's edge, and then turned
to leave a narrow esplanade between its circuit and the Gulf.
On this ledge were ranged a few rusty guns of large calibre, to
show how the place was once guarded; and just in front of the
main gate a crumbling outwork, which a single cannon-shot
would level with the ground, displayed six pieces of honey-
combed artillery, their mouths pointed seawards. Long stone
benches without invited us to leave our camels crouching on
the esplanade, while we seated ourselves and rested a little be-
fore requesting the governor to grant us a day's hospitality and
permission to embark for Bahreyn.

The castle of Katcef stands on the innermost curve of a little
bay, itself scolloped out in the base of a much larger one; its
aspect is almost due east. To north and south run out two long
promontories, like advancing horns, tipped, the one by the
fortress of Dareem, the other by that of Daman. In the lesser or
inner bay before us rode at high water and stranded at ebb some
twenty or thirty Arab barks, varying in size from a small schooner
down to an open fishing boat, but all equipped with lateen sails,
the only rig here known. One large hull not far from land
attracted our notice, and we felt a suitable thrill of reverential